Preface
THESE lectures were delivered at Cambridge University in
the academic year 1939-40 and represent two-thirds of the
course, the balance being devoted to Social Conditions and
Popukr Movements, of which some years ago I attempted
a sketch under the title of Life and Labour in the Nineteenth
Century.
To the reader, perhaps, they may appear rather disjointed,
but I think that this was less felt by the students, because
not a few were by way of answers to questions in the
fortnightly papers after I had read and corrected these.
Two reasons induce me to publish them. The first is the
hope that they will be of service to those whose studies
are curtailed by the war. The second is the fact that owing
to the constant output of good books it becomes increasingly
difficult to do justice to all phases of the subject in a single
course. This will clear the way for fuller attention to the
social side in subsequent years.
Four of the lectures were delivered by friends, of which
one is abstracted (pp. 196-7} and the other three are
published as appendices. A talk on Bagehot by Mr. R W.
Hirst, as it will be used elsewhere, does not appear here.
On behalf of the class I express my gratitude for these
contributions. I also thank my son, H. C. Fay, for the
index.
C. R. FAY.
CAMBRIDGE,
6th May,